Paracelsus rendered metals distillable by the retort, and restored them again without alteration ot their specific gravities; and, whether this may have any allusion to the distillation of butter of antimony, I leave it to the adepts to determine. The distillation of this butter of antimony is not attended with any visible discharge of noxious fumes, and may be conducted in the middle of a laboratory, in unluted vessels, without being offensive to the spectators, and with safety to the operator, if he only take care to tie a piece of cloth, or paper, round the upper part and neck of the retort, to retain the heat, and prevent the butter from congealing, and blocking up the nose of the retort, and exploding the vessels, till 
